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Ayatollah Seyyed Ruhollah Mousavi Khomeini (1902-1989) was the
“source of emulation” and the great leader of people of Iran during their
anti-imperialist movement and the Islamic Revolution of 1979.

During the reign of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, Ayatollah Khomeini was
involved in a struggle to liberate Iran from the domination of superpow-
ers, especially the United States of America, for sixteen years.

He also spent some fourteen years of his life in exile. Imam Khomeini
believed in a political system which is based on people’s vote and in
accordance with the Islamic principles while being independent from
world’s political powers.

Despite being one of the world’s most powerful and influential political
leaders, Imam Khomeini lived a very humble and unpretentious life.

He loved the people and people loved him back.

Imam Khomeini believed in peaceful and friendly relationship between
Iran and other countries; even after Saddam’s Baathist regime invaded
Iran in 1980, Imam Khomeini, the Commander in Chief of the Iranian
forces, ordered that life and property of non-combatants, Prisoners of
War and those who are wounded during the war should be fully respected
by the Iranian forces.

Imam’s Khomeini had many exceptional characteristics. Not only he was
a great revolutionary leader and an energetic fighter, but also a mystic
(Aref), an ethics preacher, an intellectual and a great philosopher.



