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He was four months old in March 1988, when Halabja was devastated with chemical bombs.

The day of the tragedy, the baby boy was home with his father and five siblings. & =y

Mother was out shopping.

Iranian forces entered Halabja immediately after the Iraqi Baathi attack.

They heard a noise from a house and found the baby crying there near dead
members of his family. He was evacuated, along with hundreds more survivors,
to Iran for treatment. Upon his release from a city of Mashhad hospital, he was
to be sent to an orphanage. But an Iranian woman named Kobra Hamidpour
adopted and raised him with her own two sons. She named the boy Ali.
Neighbors and relatives called him *Ali Halabja"”, but he had no real notion of

his birthplace. He only knew that a chemical bombing had changed his life

. dramatically. Ali was 19 when he lost his adopted mother and set out in search m.n’& 4
| of his Iragi roots. when he was two years okd
With help from the Tehran-based Chemical Weapons Victims Support Society,

he convinced officials in Iragi Kurdistan to help search for his original family.

In 2009 Ali returned to a warm community welcome in Halabja, where six families whose sons of
similar age had gone missing after the chemical attack were eager to claim him. Eventually, with
DMNA testing, Ali reunited with his real mother, Fatemeh Mohammad Saleh. He had been named
Zamnako Mohammad Ahmad at birth, he learned.

Words cannot describe the glory of the mother and son’s first encounter amidst the community’s

and local leaders’ tears and shouts of joy. Ali has known only the Persian language, but is

learning Kurdish. He says he loves his Iranian and Iraqi families both.

Recalling his deceased Iranian mother with tender affection he adds,
“she told me about my Iraqgi origins when | started school at age seven” f?tl-.
He knows now that his bioclogical mother was also among the survivors
evacuated to Iran in 1988. She struggled, after recovering from injuries, ]
to find her missing baby in Iranian medical centers and with newspaper A ‘ﬁmmﬁgﬂﬁ'm
advertisements, but returned to lrag empty-handed.

Twenty years later, her first words while embracing her long lost son were,

“Oh my God, am | dreaming?!"”



